Discussion
The Pd atom occupies an inversion center and is coordinated in a square-planar fashion with distances of d(Pd-Cl) =2.300 Åand d(Pd-N) =2 .016 Å. The1 ,2-disubstituted imidazole coordinateswiththe electron pair at N1. The dihedral angle between the imidazole ring and the ligand plane is 47°. Similar trans-dichlorobis(imidazole)-Pd(II)( not counting benzimidazole) complexes have been reported previously [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] . However, complexes involving 1,2-disubstituted imidazole ligands seem to be rare [14] [15] [16] [17] . The O1-C6 bond of the methoxy group is twisted out of the imidazole plane by 80°, and the oxygen atom O1 is also bent out of this plane showing adistance of 0.192 Åfrom the imidazole ring. The side chain C4-C5-N3-O3-C7 adopts an almost planar conformation (deviations: C4, 0.012 Å; C5, 0.006 Å; N3, 0.018 Å; O3, 0.007 Å; C7, 0.006 Å), only the carbonyl oxygen atom O2 exhibits adistance of 0.417 Åfrom this plane. The most striking difference between the structures of the free ligand [1] and the coordinated ligand is the orientation of the side chain. In the title compound, the C4-C5 bond is rotated out of the imidazole ring plane by 50°, whereas in the free ligand it remains coplanar with the heterocyclic ring. Thel igands are interconnected by weak hydrogen bonds: C3-
ii (2.56 Åa nd 3.348 Å, 138°). The nitrogen atom N3 of the side chain does not participate in any interaction which is in contrast to the situation in the free ligand [1] . Theimidazole ringsare orientedinaparallel manner,stacked in the direction of the crystallographic b axis, with an interplanar distance of 8.14 Å. Symmetry codes i: 1+x,y,z;ii: -1-x,1-y,-z. 
